
 
  
  

 
  

 
 

 

Thanks to those who replied to my last scripture reflection with your own thoughts – if you want to be taken off the email 
list, or know anyone who may appreciate the contact, please let me know – or print it for a neighbour.  (If you have only just 
started to receive these daily reflections it is because I have only just found your address, sorry)           Thanks.  Fr Peter. 

 

Note from Fr Peter:   Thanks to Elaine and Cath who have shared some of their Diocesan Course learning with us.  
Their present module is on ‘Second Vatican Council’ – there is a piece at the back of this edition. 

 (I have added a video on the origins of the Council which is good – on the back page) 

Please encourage those who are afraid of coming to large gatherings that our present Masses 
have small numbers of attenders and this is a good place to begin a return to Mass: 

 Tuesday, Thursday, Friday at 9.30am at St John’s 
 Wednesday at 9.30am at Ss Martin & Hilda’s Chapel 
 Saturday at 6.00pm at St John’s 

We still celebrate the Resurrection on Sundays – Which day is your ‘Sunday Eucharist’? 
 

(Daily Scripture is available from www.universalis.com) 
 

 
Exodus 22:20-26  

The Lord said to Moses, ‘Tell the sons of Israel this: 
  ‘“You must not molest the stranger or oppress him, for you lived as strangers in the land of Egypt. You must not 
be harsh with the widow, or with the orphan; if you are harsh with them, they will surely cry out to me, and be 
sure I shall hear their cry; my anger will flare and I shall kill you with the sword, your own wives will be widows, 
your own children orphans. 
  ‘“If you lend money to any of my people, to any poor man among you, you must not play the usurer with him: you 
must not demand interest from him. 
  ‘“If you take another’s cloak as a pledge, you must give it back to him before sunset. It is all the covering he has; 
it is the cloak he wraps his body in; what else would he sleep in? If he cries to me, I will listen, for I am full of pity.”’ 
 

Matthew 22:34-40   
When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees they got together and, to disconcert him, one of 
them put a question, ‘Master, which is the greatest commandment of the Law?’ Jesus said, ‘You must love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the greatest and the first 
commandment. The second resembles it: You must love your neighbour as yourself. On these two commandments 
hang the whole Law, and the Prophets also.’ 

(What is God saying to you as you hear his Word here?)   

 

If you are watching the new series of ‘Who do you think you are’ you will be aware that our 
family memories don’t go back very far!  We are more likely to be proud of where we think 
we have arrived in our lives than where we have come from. 

The Hebrew scriptures are keen to remind every age where they came from.  They often 
quote the passage from Deuteronomy (26:5) which reminds them and their children: 

“My father was a wandering Aramean,  
and he went down into Egypt with a few people  
and lived there and became a great nation, powerful and numerous.” 

St John the Evangelist, Poulton 
25th October 2020 

Sunday of the Thirtieth Week of the Year 
(Thirty-second Sunday of Isolation) 

Sign on at: saintjohnpoulton@gmail.com 
Parish Website: www.stjohnspoulton.org.uk 

http://www.universalis.com/
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The first reading today from the Book of Exodus tells the story of what happened to this 
people between them escaping from slavery in Egypt and entering God’s gift of the Land of 
Promise.  This period of time (40 years!) was not simply a ‘Great Trek’ – even walking from 
Egypt to Jerusalem would not take them that long – and they were good at directions!  This 
was a period during which this group of wandering Israelites become ‘God’s People’.  It is a 
time for them to wonder who they were, why God has released them, what God wanted of 
them.  It was, most of all, a time to get to know God, and his ways.  So, today’s first reading 
teaches the Israelites about how they must behave to others.  It also reminds the people of 
Jesus’s day of this, and ourselves in our day.  Just read through the passage again and hear 
God’s demands of his people, because this is how he wished people to be in the land he will 
give them – if they wished to be called his people. 

In the time of Jesus the Rabbis taught that there were 613 commandments of the Law.  365 
were negative laws (‘don’t do this’) representing the number of days in the year, and 248 
positive ones (‘you must do this’) representing the number of bones in the body.  (What the 
‘days of the year’ and ‘bones in the body’ have to do with anything at all I can’t see!) 

The point is that there are a lot of laws, and some were more important than others.  I expect 
they had added a few ‘not so important’ ones to make up the numbers!?  At the time of Jesus 
there was an active discussion going on about how to express which were the most important 
and why.  In being asked this question by the Pharisees Jesus was being quizzed and judged. 

Jesus’ answer is very specific – he is speaking to the people who spent most of the time 
dealing with laws.  Firstly his answer is positive: ‘you must’. 

He passes the first test by saying “you must love the Lord your God” 

But insists that this love is total and not simply with your own idea of loving God, but: 

“With all your heart” – with every area of what matters to you 
“With all your soul” – with all aspects of who you are 
“With all your mind” – in the decisions you make and the actions you take 

This will have gone down well with the strictest of the hearers – but he follows this with a law 
which is part of the first – it is the same.  It can’t be separated from the first at all otherwise 
the messages of the Hebrew scriptures (Reading one) would be unimportant! 

“On these two commandments hang the whole Law, and the Prophets also.” 

Here again Jesus is keen to let them and us know that he has not come to destroy the Law 
and the Prophets – but to help them hear these teachings clearly and allow God to reveal 
God’s real self.  Loving God and loving his people has always been part of the picture God has 
painted of himself through the scriptures.  This is why the Word of God is important. 

But those who have not met this picture of our creator may demand that we obey God but 
not support his creation in love.   

 

SUNDAY OCTOBER 25, 2020  
“As we read and reread the Psalms, we learn the language of prayer. God the Father, indeed, with His Spirit, 
inspired them in the heart of King David and others who prayed, in order to teach every man and woman how to 
praise Him, how to thank Him and to supplicate; how to invoke Him in joy and in suffering, and how to recount the 
wonders of His works and of His Law. In short, the Psalms are the word of God that we human beings use to speak 
with Him.” 
Pope Francis                                                               GENERAL AUDIENCE OCTOBER 14, 2020 

 



PARISH NOTICES: 
 

• When you come to Mass:  
Despite getting used to physical distancing over the past three months returning to a familiar situation, 
like church, can make us forget we are still threatened by a virus that could kill vulnerable people.  We 
have been asked to ensure Government and Church rules which might seem intrusive but they are 
designed to remind us to be careful and, above all, to keep distances.  Please help us with this. 
 

o Government guidelines demand that all the congregation (except those with exemption certificates) 
wear mouth and nose masks in church 

o Please maintain a 2m distance as you approach and enter church and be guided by the stewards.  
o Please note there is a ‘one way’ system – entering church by the left hand door. 
o Please sanitise your hands as you enter church  
o You will be invited to leave your name and contact detail for ‘Track & Tracing’ in case of need. 
o If you wish to wear a face mask you may do this – but please bring your own. 
o To minimise movement in church Stewards will direct you to fill the benches from the front.   You will 

probably not be able to go in your ‘usual’ bench but that will give you a new perspective!   
o Please remove your mask just before approaching for Holy Communion and then replace afterwards. 
o You will receive instructions for coming forward for Holy Communion.  But please respect distancing 

(don’t bunch), move for Communion using the one-way system, please stretch out your arms fully as 
you request Holy Communion, you will not be invited to speak “Amen” before receiving Holy 
Communion.  These will need to be kept in mind at first and we do need to remember they, though not 
the best liturgy, are about distancing and staying well. 

o Holy Communion must be received only on the hand.  (No gloves, please) 
o Please sanitise your hands as you leave church by the other door than the one you entered. 
o As you leave church please move away from the door and remember to distance yourselves if you speak 

to other people. 
 

• Know any parishioners housebound or who may need contacting? - At the start of this lockdown a 
number of parishioners offered to find a way of being help to those parishioners who are in need or 
just housebound.  Many people are in contact with the parish through this email or the WhatsApp 
group, but you may think of some who are not getting parish contacts – but they may get family support 
and food.  If you have suggestions please email their names and addresses to the parish address and 
we can get parishioners to drop a message in to them.  Thanks. 
 

• Fleetwood Food Bank:  If you know of anyone you think has need of a parcel of food from the Food 
Bank please telephone 01253 774313 – they will need an address to have it delivered to. 
 

• Local COVID19 Helplines   (Official message from our Parish Organisers) 
The Wyre Council have a dedicated helpline for COVID19 isolation support. If you are struggling to get 
essential items, or need help, please ring 01253 891000 and select OPTION 7 when prompted. 
Alternatively, if you have access to the internet, you can fill in the online request for help 
here: https://www.wyre.gov.uk/forms/form/257/en/coronavirus_isolation_support_form 
There is also another local network being organised by the Methodist Church - called POULTONCAN. 
The helpline there is 01253 670800 between 8am and 10pm, 7 days a week.  
 
We have a group of parish volunteers who are going to be working with the council to respond to 
requests. If anyone would like to offer help, please email Jenny at 
jennifer.hillman.sutcliffe@gmail.com or telephone on 07568502749. 
    

• Parish WhatsApp Group: Emily Halliwell (as part of the above group) has set up a closed parish 
WhatsApp account.  I have finally been beaten into joining but am a bit of a WhatsApp virgin as yet!   
Emily says: “My number is 07969643648 if you want to be added just reply with your mobile number 
or text me. “ 
 
 

https://www.wyre.gov.uk/forms/form/257/en/coronavirus_isolation_support_form
mailto:jennifer.hillman.sutcliffe@gmail.com


Thoughts contributed by Virus Times’ readers: 
(A few responses from these Virus Times Reflections from our parishioners:  Thanks to contributors.) 
 
 
Wednesday: These (Virus) times have certainly made me value faith over religion.  The hamster wheel of religion can blind 

us to what truly matters.  It’s an opportunity to deepen our faith.  Thank you       
 
Tuesday:  Thanks to you Fr. for keeping us close together with the Virus Times.  
Also a big  thank you to all the good kind people who have looked after us with their virus protection kit  as we  enter and 
leave church. 
 
Sunday: The other day you asked for ‘thank yous’ - rather than ‘pleases’ 
Clare and Pete Cobb’s glorious music - they have sung us through Covid; it’s been a joy 
 
Friday: “It is in Christ that we were claimed as God’s own” reminded me to share with you a lovely moment on Friday 
morning when I was on the school run.  
A lady walking back to her car with a little toddler (not school age) paused outside the church doors as the little girl asked if 
it was open. She said ‘no, would you like to pray here, outside ?’ Looking up at the doors, the little girl made the sign of the 
cross and began to pray with her mother. Could there be a more fitting scene for faith in 2020?!?  
Perhaps I’m over sensitive at the moment but it brought a tear to my eye!  
 
Tuesday: I suppose, in a way, it's a bit like keeping school rules after you have left school. I remember visiting the school a 
couple of years after I left. The nun who was seeing me out said, "Are you not going to pay a visit to the chapel"? My 
automatic response  was "But, I've nothing to cover my head" (we were always made to wear our school hats when we 
were going in to chapel and always had our heads covered in our own church). I never expected it to be a nun who would 
be the first to tell me, in effect, that the ceiling would not fall down if I went in without a head covering. 
 
 

 
People being prayed for by our parish groups: 
 

Alan 

Could we pray for Judith Reeves’ dad   She says: I wanted to drop you a short 
email to let you know that my Dad has been diagnosed with liver cancer. I wanted 
to thank everyone for their prayers and ask for their continued prayers as we 
move forwards. Dad was taken into hospital on Monday and is quite weak. The 
hope is that if he gets stronger we will be able to bring him home. He is yet to 
start the appropriate treatment and we will know more in the coming days. 

Jacinta’s Nana Lyn Poorly and asks for your prayers 

Various Older People we worry about 

Whilst we are enjoying the promise of loosening lockdown we still have 
concerns for relations and friends who have signs of Covid-19 and who have 
been taken to Hospital.  Please pray for these people – and for those we don’t 
know as well. 

From Jayne Clark 

Could I please ask that our parishioners pray for all the staff in children's social 
care who are still working to safeguard children in our area and around the 
country.  It never ceases to amaze me how hard they work generally, despite 
the abuse that they often are subjected to, but more so currently given the 
extra risk that they are putting themselves under to visit the vulnerable. 

Maureen O’Connell & Family(Not Covid-19) 
Maureen died this morning, at home with her three girls.  Please remember 
them in your prayers. 

Paul Sharrock (Not Covid-19) 
(and family: Kathryn, Mary & Rachael)  

Paul has had a setback last night whilst still in hospital – all the family were 
asked to visit which doesn’t see good – but he is progressing today.  Please pray 
for them.   Fr Peter 

 
‘Thanks You, God’ - Do we have any news to thank God for - as well as other people we are praying for?  
 

Clare and Pete Cobb’s glorious music  they have sung us through Covid; it’s been a joy 

  

  

 



Reflection on the Second Vatical Council 

 
Did you know? 
The basilica of St Peter in Rome once hosted 2 coffee bars – not in the surrounding area or piazza but in the basilica itself!  
Pope John XXIII had two coffee bars installed as part of the seating plan for the second Vatican Council, to give the assembled 
bishops an area to relax, enjoy some refreshment and hold more informal discussions.    

At the opening of the Council Pope John XXIII gave an opening address to the 2500 bishops from around the world – and 
then left them to it!  He said to them: “The Church is in your hands”.  (What an act of faith!)   He described the task before 
them in the following way:  

“The greatest concern of this council is that the sacred and central truths of our Christian faith should be guarded and taught 
more effectively. The substance of our central beliefs in one thing, the way in which it is presented is another.  It is the 
presentation of the faith with which we are concerned and our approach will be a thoroughly pastoral one.  The Church does 
not offer riches that will pass away, but a power in Jesus Christ to offer the world a way to walk in truth.   

Anticipating that there would different viewpoints and possibly some disagreements as to the way forward, he advised the 
bishops that what they needed for the task was serenity of mind, brotherly concord, dignity in discussion and wisdom of 
deliberation.  If only all public debates followed these guidelines!   

                                                                                                 Elaine Brownwood 

 

 

The full text of the address is available Here 

Keep in mind that this was the first council not to have been called because of a Doctrinal or Heretical issue – but to a 
Pastoral approach for the times (as we see above) 
The biggest sadness of the council was that the church and parishes did not have the ability to involve the whole 
people in what it was about – this is why we are still discovering what the Spirit was speaking to us. 
 
I have added a video here (Click) 
It’s a bit American but informative on how the Council happened (sometimes people think it just ‘happened’!) 
(You even spot Fr Michael Coughlan, some of you know, serving Mass in the Vatican (NOT in 1963!)) 

https://vatican2voice.org/91docs/opening_speech.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BOCJLb_6a_E

